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Looking Back - Read Alouds for the End of the Year





LaRue Across America: Postcards from the Vacation by Mark Teague, $16.99 hardcover.  Mr. Teague has created another delightful book featuring Mrs. LaRue and her precocious dog Ike. The familiar duo is about to leave for a cruise when Mrs. Hibben’s, their neighbor, is rushed to the hospital. Mrs. LaRue offers to take her cats along with them on a driving vacation instead. Everyone will get a kick out of Ike’s desperate postcards from the road as he reports to Mrs. Hibbens about the sites and the cats’ misadventures along the way. Ike is as dramatic as ever. Use this in writing class as you discuss the role of detail and elaboration when telling a good tale. It’s also perfect for illustrating good word choice and voice. 





Miss Bindergarten Celebrates the Last Day of Kindergarten by Joseph Slate, illustrated by Ashley Wolff, $6.99 paperback.   This is not a new book, but it’s one to look for to celebrate the end of a successful school year. It follows the same rhyming alphabet format as the other Miss Bindergarten books, and it has the same charming animal characters. Grades K-2.





No More Pencils, No More Books, No More Teacher’s Dirty Looks! By Diane deGroat, $6.99 paperback.   Gilbert the opossum has mixed feelings about his last day of first grade. He’s looking forward to summer vacation, but he knows he’ll miss his teacher Mrs. Byrd. He’s also worried that he might not get one of the awards that his teacher gives out (even though his friend assures him that everyone gets one). Before the day is over, however, Gilbert does something that proves that he deserves the award he eventually receives. This is the just one in a series of Gilbert books, all of which children love!  Grades K-2.
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Visit our two locations –





123 W. Jefferson,                           5112 MAIN STREET


NAPERVILLE, IL                                 DOWNERS GROVE, IL


(630) 355-2665                                  (630) 963-2665








Anderson’s Bookshop








Last Day Blues by Julie Danneberg, Illustrated by Judy Love, $$6.95 paperback.  As the school year draws to a close, Mrs. Hartwell tells her students how much she’ll miss them. The kids begin to worry about her. How will she get along without them? While they’re swimming and playing, she’ll probably be reading her old lesson plans. They wrack their brains to come up with a plan to keep her from being sad. Students and teachers alike will love this book. We laughed out loud. Grades K-2.





Let’s Do Nothing by Tony Fucile, $16.99 hardcover.  Frankie and Sal have done EVERYTHING. They have tried every sport, played every board game, and read every comic book. What’s next? Sal gets a great idea. “What about doing nothing?” Not as easy as it sounds. A laugh out loud read for any age.  























Looking Ahead – Read Alouds to Start the Year





A Pet For Miss Wright by Judy Young, illustrated by Andrea Wesson. $15.95 hardcover.  Miss Wright is a writer who loves her job, but finds it too quiet and too lonely. She decides to find a pet to keep her company, but finding just the right pet isn’t as easy as it sounds. A great book to use as a students and teachers debates the pros and cons of various classroom pets. Grades K-5.





Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper. $16.99 hardcover.  Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time. This novel is perfect for a discussion about differences and mainstreaming. Grades 5 and up.












































Summer is a great time to bargain hunt!





Don’t miss


Naperville’s Sidewalk Sale Days  July 7-July 9





Panda Kindergarten by Joanne Ryder, photos by Katherine Feng $17.99 hardcover. The beautiful photos enhance this introduction to a day in the life of young pandas. Did you know that pandas in China actually go to kindergarten? Just like human little ones starting school for the first time, pandas must also adapt to new routines. Shows how these lovely, playful creatures are being cared for and protected. Ages pre-K to 1.





Poindexter Makes a Friend, by Mike Twohy, $15.99 hardcover. Poindexter is VERY shy pig. He is happiest reading to his stuffed animals and spending time working with Mrs. Polen at the library. Once day while working at the library, Poindexter hears a shy young turtle ask, “Do you have any books on how to make friends?” He takes the turtle to the How To section and a friendship blossoms. Use this book to enhance beginning-of-the-year conversations on how to have and be a good friend. 





Oversights - Books You May Have Missed





The Secret Life of Ms. Finkelman by Ben H. Winters, $16.99 hardcover . When Bethesda Fieldin’s teacher assign a project, she thinks her idea is the best. She has decided to find out if Ms. Finkleman, the quiet and unassuming choral music teacher, has a secret life. She never expected she’d find out that Ms. Finkelman was once a rock star! This is one of those easy-to-read, fun books that would appeal to all types of readers, especially fans of Gordon Korman or Andrew Clements. It would make a good read aloud at the beginning of the school year. Grades 4-6.





Children Make Terrible Pets by Peter Brown, $16.99. Lucy, a bear outfitted in a pink tutu, comes home with a young boy she meets in the forest. She asks her mother the age- old question, “Can I keep him?” Lucy is allowed to keep “Squeaker,” but once she’s faced with all the responsibility that entails, the fun begins. A fun read aloud for kindergarten through Grade 2.








Follow Anderson’s on Facebook and Twitter – 
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The Buddy Files  (a series) by Dori Hillestad Butler, $4.99 each, paperback. The stories are told from the point of view of the dog King. Winner of the 2011 Edgar Best for Kids awarded by The Mystery Writers of America. Adventuresome and fun! Perfect for the dog and mystery lovers in grades 2-3 who are reading chapter books.  


The Case of the Lost Boy


The Case of the Mixed-Up Mutts


The Case of the Missing Family





Eleven Birthdays  by Wendy Mass, $6.99 paperback. Our 2010 Mock Newberry Winner is an entertaining novel for readers in grades 4-7. Amanda and Leo have been friends since birth. Their eleventh birthday should be something to celebrate. But celebrate it more than once, twice, three times?? Readers will wonder what it would be like if THEY had the chance to have a “do over” every day. A “Groundhog Day” for the middle reader! 





The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger, $12.95. This 2011 E. B. White Award (Middle Readers Read Aloud award) is perfect for all those Diary of a Wimpy Kid fans. Dwight is a middle school geek who makes origami. His finger puppet origami Yoda begins to give advice to all the sixth graders, which, amazingly, turns out to be good! Is ‘the force” with Dwight? Should Tommy take the advice as he contemplates an important decision that has to do with a girl? Different case files told from the point of view of a variety of 6th graders are humorous and heartfelt.  Includes the directions to make your own Origami Yoda! Grades 4-7.





Ten Birds, written and illustrated by CybÈle Young. $16.95 hardcover. We’re not sure whether to recommend this book for its gorgeous pen and ink drawings or for its important message about the danger of labeling. Either way, it’s memorable and more than just the counting book it appears to be at first glance. It’s a powerful fable about creativity and common sense solutions. Grades 4 to adult. 
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Coming up…


Not for Kids Only Book Group – July 17th  at Two-Doors East


For more information on this and other events please check our website – � HYPERLINK "http://www.andersonsbookshop.com" �www.andersonsbookshop.com� or give us a call.


Naperville: (630) 355-2665  *  Downers Grove: (630) 963-2665





These next books deal with the themes of loss and self 


discovery. In our  uncertain economic times, these books will ring true with many young readers.





No Passengers Beyond This Point, by Gennifer Choldenko, $16.99. The Tompkins children’s home has been lost to foreclosure, and they must move in with their uncle in Colorado. When the plane lands, however, they find themselves in an amazing place called Falling Bird, not in Colorado at all! 14-year -old India is captivated by her new life and all of the “things” it brings with it. The two younger kids figure out pretty quickly that something isn’t quite right, they have to find a way to escape, convincing India to leave with them. The ending of this fantasy/adventure leaves some of the reader’s questions unanswered, but that’s almost half the fun! Grades 5-7.





On the Blue Comet, Rosemary Wells, $16.99. Oscar The stock market crash of 1929 changes the Ogilvie’s lives forever; they lose their house, including all of their beloved model trains. Eleven-year-old Oscar must live with his stodgy Aunt Carmen while his dad goes to California to try to find work. He feels like his life is over. However, an unexpected friendship with a stranger leads Oscar to a journey through time by way of his old trains. This appealing story is a combination of fantasy and historical fiction. (Alfred Hitchcock and a young Ronald Reagan help Oscar get back home. No doubt only the grownups will recognize them, though.) Grades 4-7.





Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool. 2010 Newberry Award Winner. $16.99 hardcover . Abilene Tucker’s father has sent her to live with an old friend for the summer while he works a railroad job. She jumps off the train before the station so that she can take a look at Manifest, her new community, before she gets the once over from the people there. Abilene’s investigations are just beginning. She discovers a cigar box full of old letters and mementos hidden in her bedroom. In spite of warnings to the contrary, Abilene and her new friends decide to try to unlock the secrets presented in the contents of the box. Manifest has a past full of mystery and long held secrets. This book is filled with a cast of colorful characters, and the writing is stunning.  We can see why it won the award. Grades 5-8.
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Put on those Shades – Books for the Beach





Once in a while, teachers need to read books 


written for adults. Here are a few of our 


favorites for the year. 





Nonfiction��Born to Run by Christopher McDougal, $15.95 paperback. Christopher McDougal’s sore foot has kept him from being the runner he’d like to be. When he sets out to solve his own problem, he finds himself on a quest that leads him to the world of ultrarunning and finally to the remotest parts of Mexico, home of the world’s greatest distance runners. It’s a fascinating, inspiring read for anyone – runner or not.





Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand, $27.00 hardcover. Louis Zamperini, was a one time Olympic runner who became an army bombardier in WWII. During one bombing mission, his plane crashed, and after an unbelievable 7 weeks on a raft in the ocean, only Zamperini and one of the other men survived. They sighted land, only to find themselves captured by the Japanese. Hillenbrand first met the now 93 year-old man eight years ago, and she said his story, “took my breath away.” 





Mao’s Last Dancerby Li Cunxin, $17.00 paperback. This is Li’s autobiographical journey from deprivation in rural China to the ballet stages of the world. Provides plenty of details for the ballet fan as well as a glimpse of life during Mao’s Cultural Revolution. Li Cunxin himself is sometimes a victim worthy of sympathy and sometimes an opportunist, but he is a fascinating character nevertheless. 





Fiction





Every Last One by Anna Quindlen, $15.00. The Lathams seem to be the perfect family, and Mary Beth, the mother, thinks bad things happen to other people, never to her family. Tragedy strikes the family, and they are never the same. Another stunning book by Ms. Quindlen. Perfect for a discussion of parents and their roles in the lives of their children.

















Anderson’s Bookshop





Major Pettigrew Takes a Stand by Helen Simonson, $15.00 paperback.  Major Ernest Pettigrew (retired) has lived in a small English village, going through each day with the same routine and the same cast of characters. His brother’s sudden death leads to a friendship with Mrs. Jasmina Ali, the town’s Pakistani shopkeeper.  A romance blossoms, and they find themselves dealing with life’s complications as well as objections from both of their families and the prejudices of the townspeople. Delightful.





One Amazing Thing by Chitra Divakaruni, $13.99. A small group of people trapped after an earthquake realize that rescue may take a long time or not happen at all. They begin to reveal themselves to each other by telling a story about one amazing thing that happened in each of their lives. It’s a great premise for a story.





Matterhorn by Karl Marlantes. Vietnam War , $15.95. The author, himself a decorated Vietnam War veteran, spent thirty years writing this amazing narrative that follows Bravo Company over the course of many months. The platton commander is a green young college boy, and the reader feels as though he or she is dropped into the jungle along with him. The details create the total experience and the characters are as important as the war itself. Highly affecting.  





Postmistress by Sarah Blake , $15.00. Three women who appear to have nothing in common find their lives intersecting through unforeseen events during the early days of World War II. Iris is the postmistress in a small town in New England, Emma is a young doctor’s wife, and Frankie is a young reporter working in London with Edward R. Murrow. Circumstances and a letter draw them together. 








Google ebooks at Anderson’s Bookshop!


Buy e-books at AndersonsBookshop.com, read everywhere! No need to buy a new gizmo. 


Read Google eBooks™ on your desktop, laptop, tablet, iPad iPhone, Droid, Nook, Sony 


Reader, or any other dedicated reading device except Kindle).


Now you can support your local indie bookseller in the digital world. For many of our 


customers, part of the appeal of Google eBooks is the ability to support Anderson's Bookshop


online as well as in the bookstore. If you agree, instead of buying e-books via the Google 


Books app on your mobile device, just return to � HYPERLINK "http://andersonsbookshop.com/" �AndersonsBookshop.com� every time you 


shop for e-books.�
�
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