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In this issue of Eyes on Books, we have chosen to focus on graphic novels. Why? First, the graphic novel is helpful in promoting the goals of all teachers – getting students to read! In a media-dominated society, we realize that focusing only on the reading and writing of the traditional printed word is no longer sufficient. Visual literacy is critical for success in today’s world. 
Comics are also an appealing way for students to analyze literary conventions, character, dialogue, and language structures and to develop writing and research skills. We’d like to share with you some wordless picture books and graphic novels we think can do just that!
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The Secret Box by Barbara Lehman.  A young boy buries a secret box in the floor of his dormitory room. Years later, three children who now live in the same dormitory, find the box and open it. When they try to figure out the meaning of what is inside, they find themselves traveling in both space and time. This wordless picture book is a bit mysterious, so it will spark some lively discussion and higher level thinking. It also offers a great opportunity to teach students to take their time as they look at the details in each illustration. Grades K-3. Hardcover - $15.99.
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The Umbrella by Ingrid and Dieter Schubert. A little dog takes a journey around the world, traveling by way of an umbrella he finds in a garden on a windy day. As soon as we opened this lovely little book, it looked like a familiar old favorite. The illustrations are charming, full of subtle details that might not be noticed the first time through. Grades K-3. Hardcover - $16.95.
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A Ball for Daisy written and illustrated by Chris Raschka. At first this looks like a sweet, simple wordless book, but Raschka tells a story to which any child who’s lost a favorite toy can relate. Daisy the dog goes to the park with her owner and her favorite ball. When another dog tries to run away with it, the ball pops. There is a happy ending, and the watercolor illustrations portray all of daisy’s emotion No words are necessary. Preschool to grade 2.  Hardcover - $16.99.  

Chalk by Bill Thomson. Three kids walk in the rain to the neighborhood park. A magical bag of sidewalk chalk brings forth a change in weather and....a dinosaur! Wonderful illustrations make this wordless picture book a delight for the younger set. Grades K-2. Hardcover - $15.99
Lost and Found by Shaun Tan. This collection of three stories is another amazing offering from this very talented Australian author/illustrator. Each story is dark at times, mysterious, fantastical, and each gives the reader pause; the detailed illustrations bear close examination. In the first story, a little girl finds a beautiful object in an otherwise gloomy world. In the second, a boy tries to find a home for a strange, displaced creature. In the final story, invaders take over the home of a peaceful people. Tan says that the stories are all about the “relationship between people and places, especially when that relationship is ruptured…” Grades 4 and up. Hardcover - $21.99.
Benjamin Bear in Fuzzy Thinking by Phillipe Coudray. Benjamin Bear solves problems in the most imaginative ways! Whether he’s sharing his sweater without taking it off or feeding the moon, he is a delight. Each page is a separate incident, and young readers can easily figure out what’s happening, whether they can read the simple text or not. It’s a great tool for teaching inference. This is one of the titles from Toon Books, an imprint that publishes high quality comics for young readers. (Their website is worth a look - www.toon-books.com.) Grades K-2. Hardcover - $12.95.



Zita the Spacegirl  By Ben Hatke. Zita and her friend Joseph come upon strange red button, Zita pushes it, a portal opens up, Joseph is snatched and carried through it by an alien, so, naturally, Zita follows. She ends up on a distant planet and the fun starts. Zita has made earlier appearances in Hatke’s webcomics, but this is the first in a series of novels in which she is the star, and she deserves it. The drawings are so appealing, the story is funny and outlandish, and kids will love it. Grades 3-5. Paperback - $10.99

Amelia Rules! What Makes You Happy By Jimmy Gownley. This is the second title in a series of eight. Amelia has moved from Manhattan after her parents’ divorce and lives with her mom and Aunt Tanner, a former rock musician. Life gets crazy when she realizes that her aunt is back in the spotlight. Amelia and cast of unique friends are full of fun and “tweenage” angst. Grades 3-6. Paperback - $9.99

Big Nate On a Roll By Lincoln Peirce. Nate is a Timber Scout and he’s at the top of his game – until Arthur, AKA “Mr. Perfect,” joins the troop. This is the third of the Big Nate Chapter Books, and Peirce’s black and white cartoons are still full of great characters and all of the standard comic strip elements fans love. Grades 3-5. Paperback - $9.99.

Chicagoland Detective Agency1: The Drained Brains Caper By Trina Robbins, art by Tyler Paige. Megan is the new girl in town. The fact that she reads manga, dresses Goth, writes Haiku, and is a vegetarian doesn’t exactly make it easy to find friends. Raf, son of the local pet food store owner, is only interested in writing his computer program. They seem unlikely friends as it is, but add a talking dog who likes old detective movies, and you have the setup for this first in a rollicking graphic mystery series. The black and white illustrations have a manga feel to them, and the story is full of crazy fun. Grades 4-6. Paperback - $6.95.


Rapunzel’s Revenge By Shannon and Dean Hale, illustrated by Nathan Hale. From the author of Newbery Honor book Princess Academy comes a rousing graphic retelling of a fairy tale classic now set in the swashbuckling Wild West. When Spunky, braid-whipping Rapunzel escapes the huge garden wall where she was kept by the woman she thought was her mother, she and Jack, a mysterious outlaw, take on bandits and all manner of bad guys. Their silly, wacky adventures provide the reader with quite a romp. Grades 3 -6. Paperback - $15.99.

The Stonekeeper (Amulet, Book 1) By Kazu Kibuishi.  This is the first book in this very popular graphic series, the fourth book of which came out in September. Emily and Navin, children lost in a dark, new world, are struggling to find their mother and save her from a hideous beast. This fantasy is dark and childlike at the same time, which is what appeals to readers of manga and many other graphic offerings. Children we know who have read these books are hooked and anxious for the next. Grades 3-6. Paperback, $10.99.



Smile By Raina Telgemeier. In this “dental drama,” Raina tells the true story of how her life changed when she damaged her two front teeth in 6th grade. Readers will relate easily to the braces, surgery, pain, embarrassment, and fickle friends that are part of Raina’s story. She is an accomplished cartoonist, and her skill adds to the genuine enjoyment her story evokes. Grades 4-8  Paperback - $10.99.


Wonderstruck By Brian Selznick. The amazing author/illustrator is back with another charming tale in the form he created in his Caldecott Award winner, The Invention of Hugo Cabret.  Although they live 50 years apart, Ben and Rose have the same dream of living a different life. Ben yearns to meet the father he has never known, and Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose life she has followed through newspaper clippings. The children set out alone to find what they are missing. Ben’s story is told in words, Rose’s in pictures. With over 460 pages of original artwork, the mystery of these two stories and how they will ultimately intertwine is sure to leave the reader WONDERSTRUCK. Grades 4-6. Hardcover $29.99.   

Page by Paige By Laura Lee Gulledge. 
How difficult is it to move and leave your high school friends behind? Paige Turner, who has moved from Virginia to New York city, can tell you that it’s VERY difficult, The child of writers, Paige is 16 and Filled with many insecurities, including a secret artistic talent she is reluctant to share, She works on developing new friendships, all the while recording her innermost thoughts in her sketchbook. This debut black and white graphic novel is an amusing, yet touching, coming-of-age story perfect for any young adult attempting to find his/her way. The dedication says it all, “For all quiet souls with loud

imaginations.” Grades 8 and up (Some mature dialogue included.) Paperback - $9.95.


Chronicles of Harris Burdick By Chris Van Allsburg. This collection of stories by a who’s who of children’s literature comes more than twenty-five years after the publishing of The Mysteries of Harris Burdick.  Countless students and teachers everywhere attempted over the years to create stories to go with the mysterious pictures, They will enjoy reading what such stellar writers as Sherman Alexie, Kate DiCamillo, Stephen King, Walter Dean Myers, Jon Scieszka and Linda Sue Park have written to go along with the original artwork. Grades 5-8. Hardcover - $24.99.


Sons of Liberty, Book 2: Death and Taxes  By Alexander Lagos and Joseph Lagos, art by Steve Walker, color by Oren Kramek. The first book in this series was on our Mock Newbery Award List in 2010. In this second installment, escaped slaves Brody and Graham are in Philadelphia when violence erupts over the Stamp Act. The two must decide whether to don their masks once again and join the growing rebellion or let the injustices they see go unanswered. This well-done graphic novel has colorful illustrations and an action-packed story line (with touches of superhero powers) that give a new point of view to the American Revolution. Readers will see similarities between the struggles that faced our young country and current events. Grades 6 and up. Paperback -$12.99.
The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation By Jonathan Hennessey, art by Aaron McConnell. The author and illustrator use vibrant, detailed graphics and captions that are surprisingly informative to go through the ENTIRE United States Constitution. Article by article, amendment by amendment, they explain both the meaning and implications of our laws in a format that is both educational and entertaining. The historical context of our laws is explored as well as the darker sides of our constitutional history. Our founding fathers are seen as both practical and visionary. This is a terrific way to share our complicated legal history in an engaging editorial cartoon format. Grades 6 and up. Paperback - $16.95.
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A story told in pictures helps kids “crack the code” and learn to read.





MEANWHILE…
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Admit it, you LOVED comics when you were a kid!








Use Graphic Novels to meet


Common Core Standard # 7 - 


Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 


quantitatively, as well as in words.
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Ex-slave  superheroes? Interesting concept!
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Upcoming Highlights 


Richard Peck


October 17 – Secrets at Sea 


Emily Jenkins and Paul Zelinsky 


October 20 – Toys Come Home


Jan Brett 


November 12 – A Swedish Christmas   Extravaganza





Check our website for MORE fabulous events !


www.andersonsbookshop.com














